Application No:

2005/0325 

Location:
Land at Stockings Farm, Ashington Drive, Arnold

Proposal:
Outline Residential Development for 390 dwellings 

This is an outline planning application by Langridge Homes Limited for 390 dwellings with vehicular access specified to be from Ashington Drive and Ellington Road.

The Local Plan Inspector recommended that this site should be allocated for residential development, but recommended that the capacity be reduced to 360 dwellings and that the requirement to provide a new primary school site within this allocation be added to the Local Plan.

However, the County Education Authority has since reviewed its assessment and now requires financial contributions to enlarge and enhance facilities at the Richard Bonington Primary and Redhill secondary schools.  This has increased the developable area and, thereby, the number of houses that can be accommodated on the site to 390.

The Inspector also recommended the introduction of a new policy to refer specifically to the Stockings Farm site.

The above changes are included in the Proposed Modifications to the Replacement Local Plan, which were approved by Full Council in January 2005.  

The current position is that this application is premature, pending adoption of the Replacement Local Plan, and is therefore contrary to Green Belt policy.

The applicant company has indicated that it would consider withdrawing the application, pending adoption of the Replacement Local Plan and preparation of a Development Brief for the site.

I am supportive of this approach, but am mindful that there is no reason why the application should not be determined in the meantime.

In the circumstances, and in order to meet current performance targets, I recommend that the Borough Council delegates authority to me, in consultation with the Delegation Panel, to refuse planning permission for this development if the application is not withdrawn within the target period.

Recommendation:   That the Head of Planning &  Environment be authorised,                                                     

 In consultation with the Delegation Panel, to refuse    

 planning permission under delegated powers for planning 

 application no: 2005/0325

